
A Closer Look at the Martin 15 Series Acoustic Guitars

Introduction to the Martin 15 series acoustic guitars The Martin 15 series is a line of acoustic
guitars manufactured by C.F. Martin & Company, an American guitar company founded in 1833.
The 15 series is a relatively new addition to Martin's extensive line of acoustic guitars, having
been introduced in the mid-2000s. It is a collection of guitars that is focused on providing an
affordable yet high-quality option for players who are looking for a guitar that is both
aesthetically pleasing and has a rich, balanced tone.

Brief history and background of the Martin guitar company C.F. Martin & Company is one of the
oldest and most respected guitar manufacturers in the world. The company was founded by
Christian Frederick Martin Sr. in 1833 in New York City. Martin moved his business to Nazareth,
Pennsylvania, in 1839, where the company is still headquartered today. Over the years, Martin
guitars have been played by some of the most iconic musicians in the world, including Elvis
Presley, Johnny Cash, and Bob Dylan.

Key features and characteristics of the Martin 15 series guitars The Martin 15 series guitars
are known for their high-quality construction and attention to detail. They are made with solid
mahogany or sapele bodies, which give them a warm and balanced tone. The necks are made
of select hardwoods, and the fingerboards and bridges are made of rosewood. The guitars also
feature a simple, understated design that is characteristic of Martin guitars. They have a satin
finish, which gives them a natural look and feel.

Comparison of the Martin 15 series to other Martin guitar series While the Martin 15 series is a
relatively new addition to the Martin guitar line, it has quickly become a favorite among guitar
players. One of the key differences between the 15 series and other Martin guitar series is the
price. The 15 series is a more affordable option, while still maintaining the high-quality
construction and attention to detail that Martin is known for. Another difference is the materials
used in the construction of the guitars. While many Martin guitars are made with spruce tops,
the 15 series is made with solid mahogany or sapele tops, which gives the guitars a different
tone and feel. Finally, the design of the 15 series is more understated and simple, which sets it
apart from other Martin guitars that are known for their intricate designs.

In conclusion, the Martin 15 series is a collection of acoustic guitars that is known for its high-
quality construction, attention to detail, and affordability. With solid mahogany or sapele bodies,
select hardwood necks, and rosewood fingerboards and bridges, the 15 series guitars have a
warm and balanced tone. Compared to other Martin guitar series, the 15 series is more
affordable, uses different materials, and has a more understated design.

Martin 15 Series Guitar Models

The Martin 15 series consists of several different guitar models, each with its own unique
characteristics and features. In this section, we will provide a detailed description of each model,
compare their specifications, materials, and prices, and highlight the pros and cons of each.
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1. Martin D-15M The Martin D-15M is a dreadnought-style guitar with a solid mahogany
top, back, and sides. It has a select hardwood neck with a modified low oval shape and
a solid East Indian rosewood fingerboard. The guitar features a simple, understated
design with a satin finish, and it has an X-bracing pattern that is unique to the 15 series.
The Martin D-15M is a popular model among fingerstyle players because of its warm
and balanced tone.

Pros:

Solid mahogany top, back, and sides for a warm and balanced tone
Simple design with a satin finish
X-bracing pattern unique to the 15 series
Good choice for fingerstyle players

Cons:

Limited tonal range compared to other Martin models
Can be a bit heavy for some players
No cutaway for higher fret access

2. Martin 000-15M The Martin 000-15M is a smaller-bodied guitar with a solid mahogany
top, back, and sides. It has a select hardwood neck with a modified low oval shape and
a solid East Indian rosewood fingerboard. The guitar features a simple, understated
design with a satin finish, and it has an X-bracing pattern that is unique to the 15 series.
The Martin 000-15M is a versatile guitar that is well-suited for a wide range of playing
styles.

Pros:

Smaller body size for greater comfort
Solid mahogany top, back, and sides for a warm and balanced tone
Simple design with a satin finish
X-bracing pattern unique to the 15 series

Cons:

Limited tonal range compared to larger-bodied guitars
Can be a bit heavy for some players
No cutaway for higher fret access

3. Martin 00-15M The Martin 00-15M is a smaller-bodied guitar with a solid mahogany top,
back, and sides. It has a select hardwood neck with a modified low oval shape and a
solid East Indian rosewood fingerboard. The guitar features a simple, understated
design with a satin finish, and it has an X-bracing pattern that is unique to the 15 series.
The Martin 00-15M is a good choice for fingerstyle players because of its warm and
balanced tone.
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Pros:

Smaller body size for greater comfort
Solid mahogany top, back, and sides for a warm and balanced tone
Simple design with a satin finish
X-bracing pattern unique to the 15 series
Good choice for fingerstyle players

Cons:

Limited tonal range compared to larger-bodied guitars
Can be a bit heavy for some players
No cutaway for higher fret access

4. Martin OM-15 The Martin OM-15 is a mid-sized guitar with a solid mahogany top, back,
and sides. It has a select hardwood neck with a modified low oval shape and a solid
East Indian rosewood fingerboard. The guitar features a simple, understated design with
a satin finish, and it has an X-bracing pattern that is unique to the 15 series. The Martin
OM-15 is a versatile guitar that is well-suited for a wide range of playing styles.

Pros:

Mid-sized body for greater comfort
Solid mahogany top, back, and sides for a warm and balanced tone

Sound and Tone of Martin 15 Series Guitars

The sound and tone of an acoustic guitar is one of the most important factors to consider when
purchasing a new instrument. In this section, we will provide an in-depth analysis of the sound
quality and tone of the Martin 15 series guitars, compare it to other Martin guitar series and
competitors, and provide expert opinions and reviews.

Sound Quality and Tone The Martin 15 series guitars are known for their warm and balanced
tone. The solid mahogany or sapele bodies give the guitars a rich, full sound with a strong
midrange and a warm bass. The X-bracing pattern unique to the 15 series enhances the sustain
and projection of the guitar, making it ideal for both fingerpicking and strumming. The guitars
have a clear and defined sound that is characteristic of Martin guitars.

Comparison to Other Martin Guitar Series and Competitors Compared to other Martin guitar
series, the 15 series has a more subdued and warm tone. The solid mahogany or sapele bodies
give the guitars a different tonal character compared to spruce top guitars, which are more
common in other Martin series. The 15 series guitars are also less bright and less resonant than
other Martin guitars, making them a better choice for players who prefer a more understated
sound. In terms of competitors, the Martin 15 series guitars are often compared to guitars from
Taylor and Gibson. While each guitar has its own unique sound, the Martin 15 series is known
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for its warm and balanced tone, which sets it apart from its competitors.

Expert Opinions and Reviews According to expert reviews, the Martin 15 series guitars are
praised for their warm and balanced tone, attention to detail, and affordability. Guitar World
Magazine called the Martin D-15M "a paragon of understated elegance and excellence" and
praised its warm and full-bodied tone. Acoustic Guitar Magazine praised the Martin 000-15M for
its "simple and elegant design" and "unfussy, warm, and balanced tone." Players also have
positive opinions on the sound and tone of the Martin 15 series guitars. Many appreciate the
warm and balanced tone, as well as the sustain and projection provided by the X-bracing
pattern unique to the 15 series.

In conclusion, the Martin 15 series guitars are known for their warm and balanced tone, which is
ideal for both fingerpicking and strumming. Compared to other Martin guitar series, the 15 series
has a more subdued and warm tone, which sets it apart from other Martin guitars. Expert
reviews and player opinions are positive and often praise the warm and full-bodied sound of the
15 series guitars.

Martin 15 Series Guitar Playability

The playability and comfort of an acoustic guitar are important factors to consider when
choosing a new instrument. In this section, we will examine the playability and comfort of the
Martin 15 series guitars, compare them to other Martin guitar series and competitors, and
provide user reviews and opinions.

Playability The Martin 15 series guitars are known for their comfortable and easy-to-play necks.
The select hardwood necks with modified low oval shapes make the guitars easy to fret, and the
rosewood fingerboards provide a smooth playing surface. The X-bracing pattern unique to the
15 series enhances the sustain and projection of the guitar, making it easier to play and more
responsive to the player's touch. Overall, the playability of the Martin 15 series guitars is
excellent and suitable for a wide range of playing styles.

Comparison to Other Martin Guitar Series and Competitors Compared to other Martin guitar
series, the 15 series guitars have a similar level of playability. The select hardwood necks and
rosewood fingerboards are used in many Martin guitars, and the X-bracing pattern unique to the
15 series enhances the playability and responsiveness of the guitar. In terms of competitors, the
Martin 15 series guitars are often compared to guitars from Taylor and Gibson. While each
guitar has its own unique feel, the Martin 15 series is known for its comfortable necks and
smooth playing surface.

User Reviews and Opinions According to user reviews, the Martin 15 series guitars are highly
regarded for their playability and comfort. Players appreciate the smooth playing surface and
easy-to-fret necks, which make the guitars suitable for a wide range of playing styles. Many
players also appreciate the responsive and balanced tone of the guitars, which makes them
easy to play and enjoyable to perform with.
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In conclusion, the Martin 15 series guitars are highly regarded for their playability and comfort.
The select hardwood necks and rosewood fingerboards make the guitars easy to fret, and the X-
bracing pattern unique to the 15 series enhances the sustain and projection of the guitar.
Compared to other Martin guitar series and competitors, the 15 series guitars have a similar
level of playability and are known for their comfortable necks and smooth playing surface. User
reviews and opinions are positive and often praise the easy-to-play nature of the 15 series
guitars.

Buying Guide for Martin 15 Series Guitars

If you are considering purchasing a Martin 15 series guitar, there are several factors to consider
to ensure you make the best purchase for your needs. In this section, we will provide tips for
purchasing a Martin 15 series guitar, factors to consider when buying, and recommendations for
the best Martin 15 series guitar for different budgets and skill levels.

Tips for Purchasing a Martin 15 Series Guitar

1. Research: Take the time to research the different models within the Martin 15 series and
read reviews to find the one that best suits your needs.

2. Playability: Play the guitar before purchasing it to ensure it is comfortable and easy to
play.

3. Sound and Tone: Consider the sound and tone of the guitar and choose one that
matches your playing style.

4. Budget: Determine your budget and choose a guitar that fits within it.
5. Accessories: Consider purchasing accessories such as a case or extra strings to protect

and maintain your guitar.

Factors to Consider When Buying a Martin 15 Series Guitar

1. Body Size: The Martin 15 series comes in a variety of body sizes, from the smaller 00 to
the larger dreadnought-style D. Choose a size that is comfortable for you to play.

2. Sound and Tone: Consider the sound and tone of the guitar and choose one that
matches your playing style.

3. Materials: The Martin 15 series is made with solid mahogany or sapele bodies, select
hardwood necks, and rosewood fingerboards and bridges. Consider the materials used
and how they will affect the sound and tone of the guitar.

4. Price: Determine your budget and choose a guitar that fits within it.
5. Playability: Play the guitar before purchasing it to ensure it is comfortable and easy to

play.
6. Brand Reputation: Consider Martin's reputation for high-quality construction and

attention to detail.

Recommendations for the Best Martin 15 Series Guitar for Different Budgets and Skill Levels

1. Best Budget Option: Martin D-15M – This guitar is a great option for those on a budget
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who still want a high-quality guitar. It has a warm and balanced tone, solid mahogany
top, and simple design.

2. Best Mid-Range Option: Martin 000-15M – This guitar is a versatile option for a wide
range of playing styles. It has a smaller body size, solid mahogany top, and warm and
balanced tone.

3. Best High-End Option: Martin OM-15 – This guitar is a mid-sized option with a solid
mahogany top, back, and sides, and a warm and balanced tone. It has a simple and
elegant design, and is suitable for advanced players.

In conclusion, purchasing a Martin 15 series guitar requires careful consideration of factors such
as body size, sound and tone, materials, and price. It is important to play the guitar before
purchasing it to ensure it is comfortable and easy to play. Recommended models for different
budgets and skill levels include the D-15M, 000-15M, and OM-15. Accessories such as cases
and extra strings are also important to consider to protect and maintain your guitar.

Maintenance and Care for Martin 15 Series Guitars

Proper maintenance and care are essential for keeping your Martin 15 series guitar in good
condition and ensuring it lasts for years to come. In this section, we will provide advice on
maintaining and caring for your Martin 15 series guitar, best practices for cleaning, storing, and
maintaining the guitar, and common issues and how to address them.

Advice on Maintaining and Caring for a Martin 15 Series Guitar

1. Keep the guitar clean: Regularly wipe down the guitar with a soft cloth to remove any
dirt, dust, or fingerprints. Avoid using harsh chemicals or cleaners that could damage the
finish of the guitar.

2. Keep the guitar humidified: Acoustic guitars require a certain level of humidity to
maintain their structural integrity and prevent cracks. Use a humidifier to keep the guitar
at a consistent humidity level.

3. Avoid extreme temperatures: Keep the guitar away from extreme temperatures and
direct sunlight, which can cause damage to the wood and finish of the guitar.

4. Check the guitar regularly: Regularly check the guitar for any signs of wear and tear,
such as cracks, loose parts, or changes in tone. Address any issues as soon as possible
to prevent further damage to the guitar.

Best Practices for Cleaning, Storing, and Maintaining the Guitar

1. Clean the guitar regularly: Use a soft cloth to wipe down the guitar after each use to
remove any dirt or sweat. Use a guitar cleaner and polish to maintain the finish of the
guitar.

2. Store the guitar properly: Store the guitar in a cool, dry place away from direct sunlight
and extreme temperatures. Keep the guitar in a case or gig bag to protect it from
damage.

3. Restring the guitar regularly: Replace the strings on the guitar every few months, or as
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needed. Use high-quality strings to ensure the best tone and playability.
4. Get the guitar professionally serviced: Take the guitar to a professional luthier or guitar

technician for regular maintenance and servicing. This can help identify any issues and
ensure the guitar is in good condition.

Common Issues and How to Address Them

1. Fret Buzz: If you notice a buzzing sound when playing certain notes, this could indicate
a problem with the guitar's setup. Take the guitar to a professional to have the setup
adjusted.

2. Cracks: Cracks in the wood of the guitar can be caused by changes in temperature or
humidity. If you notice any cracks, take the guitar to a professional to have it repaired.

3. Loose Parts: Over time, parts of the guitar such as the tuning machines or bridge pins
can become loose. Check the guitar regularly and tighten any loose parts as needed.

In conclusion, proper maintenance and care are essential for keeping your Martin 15 series
guitar in good condition and ensuring it lasts for years to come. Best practices for cleaning,
storing, and maintaining the guitar include regularly cleaning the guitar, keeping it humidified,
avoiding extreme temperatures, and checking it for wear and tear. Common issues such as fret
buzz, cracks, and loose parts can be addressed by taking the guitar to a professional for repair
or adjustment.

Martin D35 for Sale: Alternatives and Comparisons

The Martin D35 is a popular acoustic guitar with a distinct sound and tonal character. In this
section, we will provide alternatives to the Martin D35 for those interested in the Martin 15
series guitars, compare the Martin D35 to other Martin 15 series models in terms of
specifications, materials, and price, and provide user reviews and opinions.

Alternatives to the Martin D35 for those Interested in the Martin 15 Series Guitars

1. Martin 000-15M: This guitar has a smaller body size and solid mahogany top, back, and
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sides. It has a warm and balanced tone and is suitable for fingerpicking and strumming.
2. Martin D-15M: This guitar has a dreadnought-style body and solid mahogany top, back,

and sides. It has a warm and full-bodied tone and is suitable for strumming and
flatpicking.

3. Martin OM-15: This guitar has a mid-sized body and solid mahogany top, back, and
sides. It has a warm and balanced tone and is suitable for a wide range of playing
styles.

Comparison of the Martin D35 to Other Martin 15 Series Models The Martin D35 is a
dreadnought-style guitar with a solid Sitka spruce top, three-piece back made of East Indian
rosewood, and a rich and full-bodied tone. Compared to other Martin 15 series models, the D35
has a brighter and more resonant tone due to its spruce top. It is also more expensive than
other Martin 15 series guitars, due to its premium materials and construction.

User Reviews and Opinions According to user reviews, the Martin D35 is highly regarded for its
distinct sound and tonal character. Players appreciate the bright and resonant tone, as well as
the premium materials and construction. However, some users note that the guitar may be too
bright for certain playing styles or preferences.

In comparison, the Martin 15 series guitars are praised for their warm and balanced tone, solid
construction, and affordability. Players appreciate the comfortable necks and smooth playing
surface, as well as the warm and full-bodied tone. The 15 series guitars are also versatile and
suitable for a wide range of playing styles.

In conclusion, while the Martin D35 is a popular and highly regarded acoustic guitar, there are
several alternatives in the Martin 15 series that offer different tonal characteristics and price
points. The Martin 000-15M, Martin D-15M, and Martin OM-15 are all excellent options for those
interested in the Martin 15 series guitars. When compared to other Martin 15 series models, the
Martin D35 has a brighter and more resonant tone, but is also more expensive. User reviews
and opinions are positive for both the Martin D35 and the Martin 15 series guitars, with each
guitar having its own unique sound and character.

Martin 15 Series Guitar Accessories

Accessories can enhance the playability, tone, and protection of your Martin 15 series guitar. In
this section, we will provide an overview of accessories available for the Martin 15 series
guitars, compare different accessory options, and provide recommendations for the best
accessories for the Martin 15 series guitars.

Overview of Accessories Available for the Martin 15 Series Guitars

1. Cases: Cases provide protection and storage for your guitar. Hardshell cases offer the
most protection, while gig bags are more portable and lightweight.

2. Strings: Strings are essential for maintaining the tone and playability of your guitar. High-
quality strings can enhance the tone and sustain of your guitar.
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3. Straps: Straps can make it easier to play your guitar while standing up. Choose a
comfortable and adjustable strap that is suitable for your playing style.

4. Picks: Picks can enhance your playing and create a different tone and character.
Choose a pick that is suitable for your playing style and preferences.

5. Tuners: Tuners help you keep your guitar in tune and maintain its tone and playability.
There are a variety of tuners available, including clip-on and pedal tuners.

Comparison of Different Accessory Options for the Martin 15 Series

1. Cases: Hardshell cases offer the most protection, but are more expensive and less
portable than gig bags. Gig bags are more affordable and lightweight, but offer less
protection.

2. Strings: High-quality strings can enhance the tone and sustain of your guitar, but are
more expensive than lower-quality strings. Coated strings can last longer and be more
resistant to dirt and sweat.

3. Straps: Comfort and adjustability are key factors to consider when choosing a strap.
Leather and nylon are common materials used for guitar straps.

4. Picks: Picks come in a variety of materials, thicknesses, and shapes. Consider your
playing style and preferences when choosing a pick.

5. Tuners: Clip-on tuners are affordable and portable, while pedal tuners offer more
accuracy and functionality. Choose a tuner that is suitable for your needs and playing
style.

Recommendations for the Best Accessories for the Martin 15 Series Guitars

1. Cases: SKB 000-sized Hardshell Case – This case offers excellent protection for your
guitar, with a durable outer shell and plush interior.

2. Strings: Martin SP Lifespan Phosphor Bronze – These strings offer a warm and
balanced tone, with a long lifespan and resistance to dirt and sweat.

3. Straps: Ernie Ball Black Polypro Strap – This strap is comfortable and adjustable, with a
classic black design that complements any guitar.

4. Picks: Dunlop Tortex Standard Picks – These picks come in a variety of thicknesses and
colors, and offer a consistent and reliable tone.

5. Tuners: Boss TU-3 Chromatic Tuner – This pedal tuner offers accurate and reliable
tuning, with a bright and easy-to-read display.
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In conclusion, accessories can enhance the playability, tone, and protection of your Martin 15
series guitar. Cases, strings, straps, picks, and tuners are all important accessories to consider.
When choosing accessories, consider factors such as protection, tone, comfort, and portability.
Recommended accessories for the Martin 15 series guitars include the SKB 000-sized
Hardshell Case, Martin SP Lifespan Phosphor Bronze strings, Ernie Ball Black Polypro Strap,
Dunlop Tortex Standard Picks, and Boss TU-3 Chromatic Tuner.
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