
Comparing Martin 000-18 and 00-18: Which Model is Right
for You?

The Martin 000 18 Guitar and 00-18 are two models with a reputation for producing high-quality
sound. Both models are known for their projection, sustain, and tonal characteristics that make
them popular among musicians. While the two models share similarities, there are some
differences that affect their sound and playability. In this article, we will explore the design,
sound quality, playability, versatility, and reviews of the Martin 000-18 and 00-18 to help you
choose the right guitar model for your playing style and musical preferences.

Choosing the right guitar model can make a significant difference in your playing experience,
and the Martin 000-18 and 00-18 are no exception. These two models are part of the Martin
Guitar lineup, which has been around for over 180 years, and are known for their exceptional
sound quality, craftsmanship, and attention to detail.

The Martin 000-18 is a smaller-bodied guitar with a 24.9-inch scale length and a slightly
narrower nut width of 1 3/4 inches. It features a solid Sitka spruce top, solid mahogany back
and sides, and scalloped X-bracing. The 000-18's smaller body size and shorter scale length
make it a popular choice for fingerstyle guitarists, but it is also suitable for strumming and
flatpicking.
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On the other hand, the Martin 00-18 is slightly larger than the 000-18, with a 24.9-inch scale
length and a nut width of 1 3/4 inches. It features a solid Sitka spruce top, solid mahogany back
and sides, and forward-shifted scalloped X-bracing. The 00-18's larger body size gives it a
bigger and fuller sound than the 000-18, which makes it a popular choice for strumming and
flatpicking.

In conclusion, while the Martin 000-18 and 00-18 share some similarities, such as their design
and materials, they also have some differences that affect their sound and playability. Choosing
the right guitar model depends on your playing style and musical preferences. We recommend
visiting a Martin Guitar dealer to try out the 000-18 and 00-18 and other Martin Guitar models in
person to find the right one for you.
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Design and Construction

The Martin 000 18 and 00-18 are both constructed with high-quality materials that contribute to
their exceptional sound quality and playability.

The 000-18 features a solid Sitka spruce top, solid mahogany back and sides, and scalloped X-
bracing. The Sitka spruce top provides a clear and responsive tone with excellent projection,
while the mahogany back and sides add warmth and depth to the overall sound. The scalloped
X-bracing pattern allows for greater flexibility and responsiveness, resulting in improved sustain
and volume.

In contrast, the 00-18 features a solid Sitka spruce top, solid mahogany back and sides, and
standard X-bracing. The standard X-bracing pattern provides a balanced tone with a full and
rich sound, making it an ideal choice for fingerstyle playing.

Both guitars feature a modified low oval neck profile, which offers a comfortable grip and allows
for easy movement up and down the fretboard. The fingerboard is made of ebony, which offers
a smooth playing surface and enhances the guitar's overall tone. The body size of the 000-18 is
slightly larger than the 00-18, resulting in a more pronounced bass response and greater
volume.

Overall, the design and construction of both the Martin 000-18 and 00-18 contribute to their
excellent sound quality and playability, making them versatile and reliable instruments for a wide
range of musical styles and playing techniques.

Sound Quality and Tone

The Martin 000-18 and 00-18 are both known for their exceptional sound quality and tonal
characteristics. Both models produce a warm and rich sound with a balanced mid-range that
makes them popular among guitarists of all genres.

The 000-18's solid Sitka spruce top and mahogany back and sides give it a bright and clear
sound with good projection and sustain. The 00-18, on the other hand, has a solid Sitka spruce
top with solid mahogany back and sides, which produces a similar sound to the 000-18, but with
a slightly more mellow and rounded tone.

The scalloped bracing used in both models allows the top to vibrate more freely, resulting in a
more responsive and dynamic sound. This feature also contributes to the guitars' volume and
projection, making them ideal for live performances and recording.

Overall, the 000-18 and 00-18 are both known for their excellent sound quality and tonal
characteristics, and are suitable for a wide range of musical styles and genres.

Playability and Comfort
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The Martin 000-18 and 00-18 are renowned for their comfortable and easy-to-play design. In
this section, we'll explore the neck profile, fingerboard design, and body size of both guitars and
how they contribute to their playability and comfort.

First, let's talk about the neck profile. The 000-18 features a Modified Low Oval neck profile,
while the 00-18 has a Low Oval profile. Both profiles are comfortable to play and provide a good
grip for your fretting hand. The Low Oval profile on the 00-18 is slightly thinner than the Modified
Low Oval on the 000-18, making it a great choice for players with smaller hands.

Moving on to the fingerboard design, both the 000-18 and 00-18 feature a solid ebony
fingerboard, which is a hard and durable wood that's ideal for fretting. The fingerboards on both
models are comfortable to play, with a slight curve that allows your fingers to move easily up
and down the fretboard.

When it comes to body size, the 000-18 has a larger body than the 00-18, which makes it
slightly more challenging to play for some players. However, the larger body also gives the
000-18 a fuller sound and more resonance, which can be advantageous in certain playing
situations. On the other hand, the smaller body of the 00-18 makes it more comfortable to play
for extended periods and ideal for fingerstyle playing.

In terms of playability, both the 000-18 and 00-18 are exceptional guitars. They have a
comfortable neck profile, a smooth and easy-to-play fingerboard, and a body size that's suitable
for a wide range of playing styles. Whether you're a beginner or a seasoned player, you'll find
that both models are easy to play and respond well to your touch.

Overall, the playability and comfort of the Martin 000-18 and 00-18 are just two of the many
reasons why they're such popular guitars. With their comfortable necks, smooth fingerboards,
and versatile body sizes, they're ideal for players of all levels and musical styles.

Versatility

Both the Martin 000 18 and 00-18 are known for their versatility, which is one of the reasons
they are popular among musicians who play different styles of music. Both guitars can
accommodate a variety of playing styles, from fingerpicking to strumming, making them an ideal
choice for guitarists who want a guitar that can adapt to their playing style.

The 000-18 and 00-18's versatility is due in part to their body size and shape. The 000-18 has a
slightly larger body size than the 00-18, which contributes to its fuller and louder sound.
However, the 000-18's body size is still small enough to make it comfortable to play for
extended periods of time.

On the other hand, the 00-18's smaller body size makes it easier to play for guitarists with
smaller hands or who prefer a guitar with a more compact body. The smaller body size also
gives the 00-18 a more focused and balanced sound, which is ideal for fingerstyle playing.
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The 000-18 and 00-18 are also versatile in terms of the types of tonewoods used in their
construction. The 000-18 has a solid Sitka spruce top and solid mahogany back and sides,
which gives it a warm and balanced tone with plenty of midrange frequencies. The 00-18, on the
other hand, has a solid Sitka spruce top and solid mahogany back and sides, which gives it a
brighter and more focused tone.

Both the 000-18 and 00-18 are also versatile in terms of their electronics options. Both models
are available with Fishman or LR Baggs pickup systems, which make them suitable for live
performances or recording sessions.

The versatility of the 000-18 and 00-18 is further demonstrated by the number of famous
musicians who have used them in their recordings. Artists such as John Mayer, Ed Sheeran,
and Elvis Presley have all used Martin 000-18 and 00-18 guitars in their music.

Overall, the 000-18 and 00-18 are versatile guitars that can accommodate a variety of playing
styles and musical genres. Whether you are a fingerstyle player, a strummer, or a live
performer, the 000-18 and 00-18 are excellent choices that can help you achieve the sound you
are looking for.

Reviews and Testimonials

The Martin 000-18 and 00-18 have gained a reputation among professional musicians for their
high-quality sound, playability, and versatility. Musicians have praised these guitars for their
clear and balanced tone, projection, and sustain. Let's take a closer look at what some
professional musicians have to say about the Martin 000-18 and 00-18.

Singer-songwriter Ed Sheeran has been known to play a Martin 00-18, which he used on his
album "X." Sheeran has stated that he prefers the 00-18 for its "really good mids," which help
his vocals stand out. He also notes that the guitar is "really bright and punchy," making it perfect
for live performances.

In a review for Guitar World, Paul Riario praised the Martin 000-18 for its "clarity, definition, and
projection." He notes that the guitar's small body size makes it easy to play, while its design and
construction allow for a "wide range of dynamic expression." He also notes that the guitar's
"warm and balanced" sound makes it a great choice for fingerpicking and flatpicking styles.

Acoustic guitar legend Tony Rice was a fan of the Martin 000-18, calling it "the standard" for
acoustic guitars. Rice was known for his virtuosic flatpicking style, and he preferred the 000-18
for its projection and sustain, which allowed him to play with precision and clarity even in a band
setting.

Singer-songwriter John Mayer is also a fan of the Martin 000-18, using it on his albums "Room
for Squares" and "Continuum." Mayer has praised the guitar for its "vintage sound," noting that it
has a "nice open voice" that makes it great for both strumming and fingerpicking.
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In a review for Premier Guitar, Shawn Hammond called the Martin 00-18 a "stunningly versatile
instrument," noting that it can handle a wide range of playing styles and genres. He notes that
the guitar's small body size makes it comfortable to play, while its design and construction allow
for a "complex and responsive" sound.

These are just a few examples of the praise that the Martin 000-18 and 00-18 have received
from professional musicians. Their versatility, playability, and high-quality sound make them
popular choices for players across a wide range of genres and styles.

Caring for and Maintaining a Martin 000-18 or 00-18

Caring for and maintaining your Martin 000 18 or 00-18 is essential to ensure it continues to
perform at its best. With proper care and maintenance, you can ensure that your guitar stays in
top condition for many years to come.

1. Humidity Control: One of the most important factors to consider when caring for your
Martin 000-18 or 00-18 is humidity control. The ideal humidity range for these guitars is
between 45% and 55%. To maintain this range, you should keep your guitar in a room
with a humidifier or a dehumidifier as necessary. Additionally, you can use a guitar
humidifier to maintain the optimal humidity level inside the guitar case.

2. Cleaning: Regular cleaning is also essential to keep your guitar in good condition. You
should clean your guitar every time you play it to remove sweat and oils that can
damage the finish. To clean your guitar, use a soft, lint-free cloth and wipe it down
gently. Avoid using any cleaning products or solvents that can damage the finish or the
wood.

3. String Replacement: Strings need to be replaced regularly to maintain the sound quality
of your Martin 000-18 or 00-18. As a general rule, you should replace the strings every
three months or after 100 hours of playtime. Always use high-quality strings that are
appropriate for your guitar's size and tuning.

4. Neck Adjustment: Over time, the neck of your guitar may develop a slight bow, which
can affect the playability and intonation. To adjust the neck, you can take your guitar to a
professional luthier who can adjust the truss rod as necessary.

5. General Maintenance: In addition to these specific care instructions, you should also
perform general maintenance on your guitar, such as tightening loose screws, checking
the tuning pegs, and inspecting the bridge and saddle for any signs of damage or wear.

By following these care and maintenance instructions, you can ensure that your Martin 000-18
or 00-18 stays in top condition and continues to produce the high-quality sound it is known for.
Additionally, Martin Guitar offers a limited lifetime warranty for all of its instruments, which
covers defects in materials and workmanship. If you encounter any issues with your guitar, you
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can contact Martin Guitar for repair services.

Conclusion

When it comes to choosing the right Martin Guitar model for your playing style and musical
preferences, the 000-18 and 00-18 are both excellent options. While they share similarities in
terms of design and construction, they also have distinct differences that can affect their sound
and playability.

The 000-18 is known for its projection, sustain, and tonal characteristics, making it a popular
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choice for fingerstyle players and those who prefer a more balanced and clear sound. The
00-18, on the other hand, has a slightly smaller body size and produces a warmer and richer
sound, making it a popular choice for blues, folk, and country music.

Ultimately, the choice between the 000-18 and 00-18 will depend on your individual preferences
and playing style. We recommend visiting a Martin Guitar dealer to try out both models and
other Martin Guitar models in person to find the perfect fit for you.

Regardless of which model you choose, it's important to care for and maintain your Martin guitar
properly to ensure its longevity and optimal performance. Follow the tips and advice provided in
this guide and take advantage of the warranty and repair services offered by Martin Guitar to
keep your 000-18 or 00-18 in top condition.

Thank you for reading this guide to the Martin 000 18 Guitar and 00-18. We hope that it has
been informative and helpful in your search for the perfect guitar.
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