
Martin OM-28: The Perfect Guitar for Songwriting and
Recording

The Martin OM 28 Guitar is a legendary acoustic guitar known for its exceptional sound quality
and reputation as the perfect instrument for songwriting and recording. The OM-28 is a part of
the Martin Guitar lineup, and its construction and tonewoods contribute to its exceptional sound
quality. In this article, we will explore the design and construction of the OM-28, its sound quality
and tone, playability and comfort, and why it is the perfect guitar for songwriting and recording.

The importance of the OM-28 in the Martin Guitar lineup cannot be overstated. It has been a top
choice for professional musicians for decades and has been used on countless recordings and
performances. The OM-28's reputation is due to its exceptional sound quality, which is achieved
through its design and construction.

The OM-28 features a solid spruce top, solid rosewood back and sides, and scalloped bracing,
all of which contribute to its warm, balanced, and full sound. The scalloped bracing allows the
top to vibrate more freely, resulting in a louder and more responsive guitar. The solid spruce top
and solid rosewood back and sides work together to produce a rich and full sound with a strong
emphasis on mid-range frequencies.

The OM-28's design and construction are not only responsible for its sound quality but also its
playability and comfort. The neck profile and fingerboard design are designed to make it easy to
play complex chords and fingerstyle techniques. The design and construction also contribute to
the OM-28's projection and responsiveness, making it the perfect guitar for songwriting and
recording.

In terms of songwriting and recording, the OM-28 is considered the perfect guitar due to its
balanced tone, projection, and responsiveness. Its full, rich, and warm sound makes it suitable
for a wide range of musical genres, and its projection ensures that it will be heard even in a
crowded mix.
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Professional musicians who use the OM-28 for songwriting and recording have nothing but
praise for this exceptional instrument. They note its exceptional sound quality, playability, and
responsiveness, which allow them to achieve their desired tone and express themselves
musically.

Caring for and maintaining an OM-28 is essential to ensure its longevity and continued
exceptional performance. Martin Guitar offers tips and advice on how to care for and maintain
your guitar, as well as warranty and repair services to ensure your guitar is always in top
condition.

In conclusion, the Martin OM 28 is an exceptional acoustic guitar with a reputation for
exceptional sound quality, playability, and responsiveness. Its design and construction
contribute to its warm, full, and balanced sound, making it the perfect guitar for songwriting and
recording. Visit a Martin Guitar dealer today to try out the OM-28 and other Martin Guitar models
in person.

Design and Construction

The Martin OM 28 is a classic acoustic guitar with a distinctive design and construction that
sets it apart from other Martin Guitar models. The OM-28 has a 14-fret body shape with a
cutaway that allows for easier access to the upper frets. The top is made of solid Sitka spruce,
while the back and sides are crafted from solid East Indian rosewood.

One of the standout features of the OM-28's design is its scalloped X-bracing. This design helps
to enhance the guitar's projection and sustain, while also providing a well-balanced sound that
is ideal for a wide range of playing styles. The scalloped X-bracing also allows the guitar to
handle heavier strumming and fingerpicking with ease.

The OM-28's top also features a herringbone inlay around the soundhole, which is a signature
design element of many classic Martin guitars. The herringbone inlay adds a touch of elegance
to the guitar's overall design.

Another design feature that sets the OM-28 apart is its neck profile. The OM-28 has a modified
low oval neck shape that provides a comfortable playing experience, especially for those who
prefer a slimmer neck profile. The fingerboard is made of ebony and features diamond and
square inlays, which add to the guitar's overall aesthetic appeal.

Overall, the OM-28's design and construction make it a versatile and reliable guitar that is
suitable for a wide range of playing styles and musical genres. Its unique features and attention
to detail make it a standout instrument in the Martin Guitar lineup.

Sound Quality and Tone

The Martin OM-28 is known for its exceptional sound quality and balanced tone, making it a
popular choice for songwriters and recording artists alike. The guitar produces a full, rich sound
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that emphasizes mid-range frequencies and delivers clear and articulate notes.

The OM-28's tonewoods play a significant role in its sound quality. The guitar features a solid
Sitka spruce top and solid East Indian rosewood back and sides. Sitka spruce is a popular
tonewood for acoustic guitars, known for its responsiveness and bright sound. The rosewood
back and sides contribute to the OM-28's full-bodied sound, adding warmth, depth, and sustain
to the guitar's tone.

The OM-28 also features scalloped bracing, which allows the top to vibrate more freely,
resulting in a more resonant and dynamic sound. The bracing also helps to balance the guitar's
tone, making it ideal for a wide range of playing styles and genres.

Compared to other Martin Guitar models, the OM-28 is often praised for its balanced tone and
exceptional projection. The guitar's mid-range frequencies make it ideal for vocals and solo
fingerstyle playing, while its sustain and responsiveness make it suitable for strumming and
flatpicking.

In terms of sound quality and tone, the Martin OM-28 is a top performer that stands out among
other acoustic guitars in its class. Whether you are a songwriter, recording artist, or live
performer, the OM-28's exceptional sound quality and balanced tone make it a reliable and
versatile choice.

Playability and Comfort

The Martin OM 28 has a comfortable and ergonomic design that allows for easy playability,
making it a favorite among guitarists. The neck profile of the OM-28 is slim and easy to play,
with a low action that enables players to execute complex fingerpicking techniques with ease.
The fingerboard of the OM-28 is made of ebony, a hardwood that is known for its smooth
texture and durability.

The combination of the slim neck profile and ebony fingerboard makes the OM-28 a pleasure to
play for extended periods of time. The OM-28's compact size and 14-fret design allow for easy
access to the higher frets, making it a great guitar for lead playing as well as fingerpicking.

The OM-28's design and construction contribute to its exceptional playability and comfort. The
guitar's scalloped bracing and solid tonewoods provide a balanced and responsive sound that
enhances the playing experience. The OM-28's vintage-inspired design adds to its aesthetic
appeal and complements its superior playability.

Compared to other Martin Guitar models, the OM-28 is known for its comfortable and easy-to-
play design, making it a top choice for guitarists of all skill levels. The OM-28's design and
construction contribute to its reputation as one of the most versatile and easy-to-play guitars on
the market.

Songwriting and Recording
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The Martin OM 28 Guitar is widely regarded as the perfect guitar for songwriting and recording
due to its balanced tone, projection, and responsiveness. Its tonal characteristics make it ideal
for recording in a studio environment, where the nuances of the guitar's sound can be captured
and reproduced with exceptional clarity and detail.

The OM-28's balanced tone is a result of its unique tonewood combination, which includes a
solid Sitka spruce top and solid East Indian rosewood back and sides. The solid spruce top
provides the guitar with its bright and responsive high-end, while the solid rosewood back and
sides contribute to its rich, warm low-end. This tonewood combination results in a guitar that has
a full, rich, and balanced sound with emphasis on mid-range frequencies.

Many famous songs and albums have been recorded with the Martin OM-28, including Paul
Simon's "Graceland" and James Taylor's "Gorilla." These albums showcase the OM-28's
versatility as an instrument for songwriting and recording, as it can be used to create both
intimate acoustic ballads and upbeat, rhythm-driven tracks.

When compared to other Martin Guitar models, the OM-28 stands out for its balance and
projection. Its unique tonewood combination and scalloped bracing allow for an even distribution
of sound across the tonal spectrum, making it ideal for recording in a studio environment where
every nuance of the guitar's sound is captured.

Overall, the Martin OM-28's balanced tone, projection, and responsiveness make it the perfect
guitar for songwriting and recording, as it allows musicians to capture their ideas with
exceptional clarity and detail.

Reviews and Testimonials

The Martin OM-28 has received rave reviews from professional musicians and recording artists
who use it for songwriting and recording. One such artist is Ed Sheeran, who has used the
OM-28 in many of his hit songs. Sheeran is known for his fingerstyle guitar playing, and he has
praised the OM-28 for its responsiveness and projection.

In an interview with Martin Guitar, Sheeran said, "I've been playing Martins since I was 11 years
old, and the OM-28 is my go-to guitar. It's perfect for my fingerstyle playing and the sound is just
incredible. The projection is amazing and it has a really warm tone."

Another musician who swears by the OM-28 is David Crosby. The legendary singer-songwriter
has used the OM-28 in many of his recordings, and he has said that it's his favorite guitar to
play. "The OM-28 has the perfect balance of tone and projection," Crosby said in an interview
with Guitar World. "It's the guitar I turn to when I want to capture a really intimate sound."

Professional guitarist and songwriter, Stephen Mougin, also highly recommends the OM-28. In
his review of the guitar, Mougin praised its "crisp and clear highs, warm and balanced mids, and
round and full lows." He went on to say, "the OM-28 responds well to a light touch or a hard
pick, making it perfect for fingerstyle players and flatpickers alike."
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In addition to these musicians, the Martin OM-28 has received glowing reviews from many other
professional guitarists and recording artists. Its reputation as the perfect guitar for songwriting
and recording is well-deserved and supported by countless positive reviews and testimonials.

Caring for and Maintaining a Martin OM-28

The Martin OM 28 is a high-quality instrument that requires proper care and maintenance to
ensure its longevity and optimal performance. Here are some tips and advice on how to care for
and maintain your Martin OM-28:
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1. Keep your guitar clean: After each use, wipe down your guitar with a soft, dry cloth to
remove any dirt, sweat, or oils that may have accumulated on the surface. Avoid using
harsh chemicals or abrasive materials that can scratch or damage the finish.

2. Store your guitar properly: When not in use, store your guitar in a protective case or gig
bag to protect it from dust, moisture, and other environmental factors that can damage
the instrument. Avoid exposing your guitar to extreme temperatures or humidity levels,
which can cause the wood to warp or crack.

3. Keep your guitar humidified: Maintaining proper humidity levels is essential for the health
and longevity of your Martin OM 28. Use a hygrometer to monitor the humidity levels in
your guitar case or room and keep the levels between 45% and 55%. Consider using a
humidifier or dehumidifier to maintain optimal levels.

4. Check and adjust the neck relief: Over time, the neck of your guitar may become warped
or bent, affecting the playability and intonation of the instrument. Check the neck relief
regularly and adjust the truss rod as needed to maintain proper alignment and tension.

5. Change the strings regularly: Regularly changing your guitar strings is essential for
maintaining optimal tone and playability. Depending on your usage, it is recommended
to change your guitar strings every 2-3 months or more frequently if you play regularly.

6. Get your guitar professionally serviced: If you notice any issues with your guitar's
performance or sound quality, take it to a professional guitar technician for inspection
and repair. Martin Guitar offers a limited lifetime warranty on their instruments and
provides repair services at their factory in Nazareth, Pennsylvania.

By following these tips and advice, you can ensure that your Martin OM-28 stays in top
condition and provides exceptional sound quality and playability for years to come.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the Martin OM-28 is a truly exceptional guitar that is revered by songwriters and
recording artists alike. With its exceptional construction and carefully selected tonewoods, the
OM-28 produces a full, rich, and balanced sound with a mid-range emphasis that is perfect for
songwriting and recording.

The OM-28's design and construction make it stand out among other Martin Guitar models. Its
scalloped bracing, solid spruce top, and solid rosewood back and sides work together to create
a tone that is unmatched by other guitars in its class. The neck profile and fingerboard design
add to the guitar's exceptional playability and comfort.

One of the most significant advantages of the OM-28 is its suitability for songwriting and
recording. The guitar's tonal balance, projection, and responsiveness make it an excellent
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choice for capturing the subtleties of a song or album. Many famous songs and albums have
been recorded using the OM-28, and its reputation for excellence in the studio continues to this
day.

In addition to its outstanding sound quality and performance, the OM-28 is also easy to care for
and maintain. With proper care and maintenance, the guitar will provide years of reliable
service. Martin Guitar offers an excellent warranty and repair services that ensure the guitar
remains in top condition for many years to come.

In conclusion, the Martin OM 28 is an exceptional guitar that deserves its reputation as the
perfect guitar for songwriting and recording. Whether you're a professional musician or an
amateur songwriter, the OM-28 is an excellent choice that will exceed your expectations. Visit
your local Martin Guitar dealer today to experience the OM-28 and other Martin Guitar models in
person.
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