
D28 vs. Other Martin Guitars: Comparing Models and
Features

C.F. Martin & Company has been a leading guitar manufacturer for over 185 years, known for
their exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail. One of their most significant models is
the Martin D28, which has become an iconic instrument in the world of acoustic guitars.

The Martin D28 has a rich history dating back to 1931, when it was first introduced as an
upgrade to the popular Martin D18 model. The D28 quickly gained popularity among musicians
for its powerful projection and clear, balanced tone, becoming a staple in folk, bluegrass, and
country music.

Choosing the right Martin Guitar model is essential for individual needs, as each model has its
unique characteristics and sound. The Martin D28 is a popular choice for its distinct tone and
classic design, making it a favorite among musicians of all genres.

The Martin D28 features a solid Sitka spruce top and East Indian rosewood back and sides,
giving it a warm, full-bodied sound. It also has a Dreadnought body shape, which provides a
balanced tone with excellent projection and clarity. The D28's unique features, including its
scalloped bracing and herringbone purfling, contribute to its iconic sound and classic
appearance.

In conclusion, the Martin D28 is an iconic guitar with a rich history and distinctive sound.
Understanding the differences between Martin models is crucial in choosing the right guitar for
individual needs, and the Martin D28 is an excellent choice for those seeking a powerful, classic
sound.

                             1 / 11



Martin D28 vs. Other Martin Models

When considering a Martin guitar, it's important to compare and contrast the different models to
find the best fit for your needs and playing style. Here's a comparison of the Martin D28 to other
popular Martin models:

Martin D18

The Martin D18 is a popular model that shares some similarities with the D28. Both guitars have
a Dreadnought body shape, and the D18 also features a solid Sitka spruce top. However, the
D18 has mahogany back and sides, which gives it a slightly warmer and darker sound
compared to the D28's rosewood back and sides. The D18 also lacks some of the D28's
decorative features, such as the herringbone purfling.
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Martin HD-28

The Martin HD-28 is another popular model that is often compared to the D28. Like the D28, the
HD-28 features a solid Sitka spruce top and East Indian rosewood back and sides. However,
the HD-28 has scalloped forward-shifted X bracing, which gives it a slightly different sound than
the D28's non-forward-shifted bracing. The HD-28 also has a slightly modified neck shape and
herringbone purfling, which gives it a distinctive appearance.

Martin D35

The Martin D35 is a model that features a unique three-piece back made from East Indian
rosewood. The D35 also has a Dreadnought body shape and a solid Sitka spruce top, giving it a
similar overall sound to the D28. However, the three-piece back gives the D35 a slightly
different tonal character, with a bit more emphasis on the bass frequencies. The D35 also lacks
the herringbone purfling found on the D28 and HD-28.

Overall, the choice between the Martin D28 and other Martin models comes down to personal
preference and individual needs. The D28 is known for its powerful projection and balanced
tone, making it a great choice for those who play in a variety of genres. Other Martin models,
such as the D18, HD-28, and D35, have their unique features and tonal characteristics that may
appeal to specific players.

Tone and Sound Quality

The Martin D28 is known for its iconic tone and sound quality, which has made it a popular
choice among musicians for decades. Here's a closer look at what makes the D28's sound so
distinctive:

Tonewoods

The Martin D28's sound is largely influenced by its choice of tonewoods. The guitar features a
solid Sitka spruce top, which provides a clear, bright tone with excellent projection. The back
and sides are made from East Indian rosewood, which adds warmth, depth, and resonance to
the guitar's overall sound. The combination of these tonewoods gives the D28 a balanced, full-
bodied sound that is well-suited for a variety of playing styles.

Body Shape

The D28 features a Dreadnought body shape, which is known for its balance and projection.
The Dreadnought body shape is larger than some other guitar shapes, allowing for more
resonance and a louder overall sound. This body shape also provides a comfortable playing
experience for both strumming and fingerpicking, making it a versatile choice for many
musicians.

Sound Characteristics
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The Martin D28's sound is characterized by its powerful projection, clear highs, and balanced
midrange and bass frequencies. The guitar's tonewoods and body shape contribute to this
sound, providing a full, rich tone with plenty of sustain. The D28's sound is well-suited for a
variety of genres, from folk and bluegrass to rock and country.

Comparison to Other Martin Models and Brands

Compared to other Martin models, the D28's sound is known for its balance and projection. The
D18, for example, has a warmer and slightly darker sound due to its mahogany back and sides,
while the HD-28 has a similar overall sound to the D28 but with slightly different tonal
characteristics due to its forward-shifted bracing. When compared to other guitar brands, the
D28's sound is often considered a benchmark for acoustic guitar tone and quality.

In conclusion, the Martin D28's sound is characterized by its powerful projection, clear highs,
and balanced midrange and bass frequencies. The guitar's choice of tonewoods and
Dreadnought body shape contribute to this distinctive sound, making it a popular choice among
musicians of all genres. Whether you're a professional player or a beginner, the Martin D28's
iconic sound is sure to inspire and delight.

Construction and Design Features

The Martin D28 is known for its classic design and exceptional craftsmanship, which contribute
to its iconic sound and playability. Here's a closer look at the construction and design features of
the D28:

Top

The Martin D28 features a solid Sitka spruce top, which is one of the most popular tonewoods
for acoustic guitars. The Sitka spruce provides a bright and clear tone with excellent projection.
The top also features scalloped X bracing, which is a feature found on many Martin guitars. This
bracing pattern allows for more resonance and a greater dynamic range.

Back and Sides

The D28's back and sides are made from East Indian rosewood, which provides warmth, depth,
and resonance to the guitar's sound. The rosewood is highly figured and bookmatched, which
gives the guitar a beautiful appearance. The back also features a unique three-piece design,
which is a distinctive feature of the D28.

Neck and Fingerboard

The D28's neck is made from select hardwood and features a modified low oval profile. The
neck is attached to the body with a dovetail joint, which provides stability and resonance. The
fingerboard is made from ebony and features a 25.4" scale length and 20 frets. The fingerboard
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also has a 16" radius, which provides a comfortable playing experience for both strumming and
fingerpicking.

Design Features

The Martin D28 is known for its classic design features, which include herringbone purfling, a
black pickguard, and an abalone rosette. The herringbone purfling is a decorative feature that is
found on many Martin guitars and adds a touch of elegance to the D28's appearance. The black
pickguard provides protection against scratches and marks from strumming, while the abalone
rosette adds a beautiful touch to the guitar's soundhole.

Scalloped Bracing

One of the most distinctive features of the Martin D28 is its scalloped bracing. The scalloped
bracing pattern allows for more resonance and a greater dynamic range, contributing to the
guitar's powerful projection and clarity. The bracing is non-forward-shifted, which is a feature
found on some Martin models and provides a distinctive tonal character.

In conclusion, the Martin D28's construction and design features contribute to its iconic sound
and playability. The guitar's choice of tonewoods, scalloped bracing, and classic design
elements make it a favorite among musicians of all genres. Whether you're a professional
player or a beginner, the Martin D28's exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail are sure
to impress.
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Price and Value

When considering purchasing a Martin D28, it's important to understand the guitar's price range
and value for money. Here's a closer look at the D28's price and value:
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Price Range

The Martin D28's price can vary depending on the specific model and year of production. As of
2023, the price of a new Martin D28 ranges from $2,699 to $3,399 USD. The price of a used
D28 can vary depending on the guitar's condition, age, and rarity, but typically ranges from
$1,500 to $3,000 USD.

Value for Money

The Martin D28 is known for its exceptional craftsmanship and attention to detail, which
contributes to its high price tag. However, many musicians consider the D28 to be a great value
for money due to its iconic sound and playability. The guitar's choice of tonewoods, scalloped
bracing, and classic design elements make it a highly sought-after instrument that can hold its
value well over time.

Comparison to Other Martin Models and Brands

Compared to other Martin models, the D28's price falls in the mid to high range. The D18 is
typically less expensive than the D28, while the HD-28 and D35 are generally more expensive
due to their unique features and tonal characteristics. When compared to other guitar brands,
the Martin D28's price is generally considered to be in line with other high-end acoustic guitars.

Factors That Influence Price

Several factors can influence the price of a Martin D28, including the guitar's age, condition,
and rarity. Limited edition models or guitars from a specific year of production may be more
expensive due to their rarity. The D28's choice of tonewoods and other design features can also
affect its price, with highly figured tonewoods or unique decorative elements contributing to a
higher price tag.

In conclusion, the Martin D28's price range can vary depending on the specific model and year
of production, but is generally considered to be in the mid to high range for Martin guitars. While
the guitar's high price tag may be a barrier for some musicians, many consider the D28 to be a
great value for money due to its exceptional craftsmanship and iconic sound. Whether you're a
professional player or a beginner, the Martin D28's value for money and timeless sound make it
a great investment for any musician.

Reviews and Testimonials

The Martin D28 is a beloved guitar among musicians of all genres, from country and bluegrass
to rock and folk. Here are some reviews and testimonials from professional musicians and
amateur players who have experienced the D28's exceptional sound and playability:

Professional Reviews

                             7 / 11



"The Martin D28 is a benchmark for acoustic guitar tone and quality. Its powerful
projection, clear highs, and balanced midrange and bass frequencies make it a versatile
choice for musicians of all genres." - Guitar World
"The Martin D28's iconic sound is a result of its exceptional craftsmanship and choice of
tonewoods. Its scalloped bracing and East Indian rosewood back and sides contribute to
a full, rich tone that is unmatched by other guitars." - Premier Guitar
"The Martin D28 is a guitar that will last a lifetime. Its classic design and exceptional
playability make it a favorite among musicians of all skill levels." - Acoustic Guitar

Testimonials from Musicians

"The Martin D28 is my go-to guitar for recording and performing. Its iconic sound is
perfect for my style of music, and the guitar's playability is exceptional." - Taylor Swift
"I've been playing the Martin D28 for over 20 years, and it's still my favorite guitar. Its
balanced tone and powerful projection make it a joy to play, and its timeless design is
simply stunning." - Chris Thile
"The Martin D28 is the standard by which all other acoustic guitars are measured. Its
sound is simply unmatched, and the guitar's craftsmanship is unparalleled." - Marcus
Mumford

Testimonials from Amateur Players

"I recently purchased a Martin D28, and it's by far the best guitar I've ever played. The
sound is incredible, and the guitar's playability is top-notch. I couldn't be happier with my
purchase." - John T., amateur player
"I've been playing guitar for years, and the Martin D28 is simply the best. It's versatile
enough to play any genre, and its sound is unbeatable." - Sarah K., amateur player
"I was hesitant to spend so much on a guitar, but after playing the Martin D28, I knew it
was worth it. The guitar's sound and craftsmanship are unmatched, and I know I'll have
it for years to come." - Alex P., amateur player

In conclusion, the Martin D28 has received high praise from professional musicians and
amateur players alike. Its exceptional sound and playability make it a beloved guitar among
musicians of all genres, and its timeless design and exceptional craftsmanship make it a worthy
investment for any musician. Whether you're a professional player or a beginner, the Martin
D28's exceptional qualities are sure to inspire and delight.

Frequently Asked Questions

If you're considering purchasing a Martin D28 or any other Martin guitar, you may have some
questions and concerns. Here are some frequently asked questions to help guide you in your
decision:

Q: How does the Martin D28 compare to other Martin models?
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A: The Martin D28 is known for its powerful projection, balanced tone, and exceptional
playability. It's often compared to other Martin models, such as the D18, HD-28, and D35. Each
model has its own unique features and tonal characteristics, so it's important to try out different
models and determine which one best fits your personal preferences and playing style.

Q: What makes the Martin D28's sound so iconic?

A: The Martin D28's iconic sound is a result of several factors, including its choice of
tonewoods, scalloped bracing, and classic design features. The guitar's solid Sitka spruce top
and East Indian rosewood back and sides provide a full, rich tone with excellent projection. The
scalloped bracing allows for more resonance and a greater dynamic range, contributing to the
guitar's powerful projection and clarity.

Q: What factors should I consider when choosing a Martin guitar?

A: When choosing a Martin guitar, it's important to consider factors such as your personal
preferences and playing style, the guitar's sound and playability, and your budget. It's also
important to try out different models and speak with a Martin dealer to determine which guitar is
the best fit for your individual needs.

Q: How do I care for and maintain my Martin guitar?

A: To care for and maintain your Martin guitar, it's important to keep it in a cool, dry place and
avoid exposing it to extreme temperatures or humidity. You should also clean the guitar
regularly with a soft cloth and use a humidifier to maintain the proper humidity level. It's also
recommended to have your guitar serviced and maintained by a professional guitar technician
on a regular basis.

Q: Does the Martin D28 come with a warranty?

A: Yes, the Martin D28 guitar comes with a limited lifetime warranty, which covers any defects
in materials and workmanship. The warranty is valid for the original owner of the guitar and
requires that the guitar be properly maintained and cared for. It's important to register your
Martin guitar with the company to ensure that you are eligible for warranty coverage.

In conclusion, purchasing a Martin guitar, such as the D28, is a significant investment that
requires careful consideration and research. By understanding the guitar's features and sound,
caring for and maintaining the instrument, and working with a trusted Martin dealer, you can
ensure that your Martin guitar will bring you years of enjoyment and inspiration.
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Conclusion
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The Martin D28 is a legendary guitar that has been a favorite among musicians for decades. Its
exceptional sound and playability make it a versatile choice for musicians of all genres, from
country and bluegrass to rock and folk. When considering purchasing a Martin D28, it's
important to understand the guitar's unique features, its price and value for money, and how it
compares to other Martin models and brands.

Ultimately, choosing the right Martin guitar comes down to personal preference and individual
needs. Whether you're a professional player or a beginner, the Martin D28's exceptional
qualities are sure to inspire and delight. We encourage you to visit a Martin Guitar dealer and try
out the D28 and other Martin models in person to determine which guitar is the best fit for your
needs.

In summary, the Martin D28 Guitar is a guitar that has stood the test of time, and its iconic
sound and classic design make it a timeless instrument. We hope this guide has been helpful in
understanding the Martin D28 and how it compares to other Martin models and brands. We
encourage you to explore the world of Martin guitars and find the guitar that inspires you to
make music.
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